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The Bicentennial Wagon Train is a partnership between the Ohio Bicentennial Commission, the Worthington
Bicentenmal Committee and the many communities and agencies along the 275-mile route. Without the
cooperation of state, county and local officials in government, law enforcement, school systems, chambers of
commerce, convention and visitor bureaus, historical societies and other community organizations, as well as
the individuals who volunteered their facilities for stops, lunch sites and encampments, this event could not
have taken place. We extend our thanks to all of those who have contributed their ideas and resources to this

once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Planning Committee

John Butterfield

Worthington Bicentennial Committee
Wagon Train Chairperson

Lori Trego
City of Worthington

Steve George
Ohio Bicentennial Commission
Executive Director

Skip Bollinger
Wagon Train Coordinator

Nichola Moretti SEE INS’DE
Ohio Bicentennial Commission - |
Southeast Regional Coordinator » What You Should Know as a Participant - Pages 2 & 3

Carmelita Boyer

Ohio Bicentennial Commission » Wagon Train Route and Schedule - Pages 4 & 5
Central Regional Coordinator

Cindy Schillaci  General Registration Information - Page 6
Ohio Bicentennial Commission

Southwest Regional Coordinator e
* Checklist-What to Bring, What Not to Bring - Page 6

Meredith Finn |

Ohio Bicentennial Commission

Southwest Regional Representative » Registration/Release Forms for Wagon Train Riders - Pages 7 & 8

“Tennessee” John Stewart

¥U_li?SBkinﬂef-00m LLC * Registration/Release Forms for Wagon Owners - Pages 9 & 10
ral 0SS |

Russ Leger  Registration/Release Forms for Horse Riders & Walkers - Pages 11 & 12 '
Muleskinner.com LLC

WASCKROASIOr » Signature Event Schedule - Inside Back Cover
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The Path to Statehood Wagon Train Honors Ohio's Early Settlers

Settlement of Ohio

he westward expansion of the United

States into the old Northwest Territory
began in 1788 when pioneers began
building a civilian fort on a bluff over-
looking the Muskingum River, leading to
the establishment of Marietta as the first
permanent settlement in the territory.
Within a short time other communities
grew up in southern and central Ohio as
veterans from the Revolutionary War and
others from New England states, Pennsyl-
vania and Virginia continued to move west
and settle in the valleys of rivers flowing
into the Ohio. Chillicothe became the
capital of the Northwest Territory and
later, when Congress accepted Ohio as the
17th state on March 1, 1803, served as
Ohio’s capital.

wOrthington was settled in 1803 by

a group of families from the
Farmington River Valley of Connecticut
and Massachusetts under the leadership of
Colonel James Kilbourne. These settlers
traveled in flat-bottomed farm wagons
with high sideboards and topped with
wooden staves that supported a sailcloth
or heavy linen covering. The wagons were
drawn by teams of horses or oxen. The
animals and wagons were the most
expensive possessions these pioneers
owned. Traveling from Pennsylvania, the
settlers were ferried across the Ohio River

at Martins Ferry, where they continued on
Zane’s Trace to Zanesville. From there,
the families cut their way through forest
growth to the 16,000 acres of land they
had purchased in central Ohio. Zane’s
Trace was a precursor to the National
Road, which later became an important
link between East and West.

Bicentennial Wagon Train

he State of Ohio and the City

of Worthington are celebrating the
bicentennial of their founding in 1803 by
partnering to present the Bicentennial
Wagon Train—The Path to Statehood.
Designed to honor the state’s early settlers
and recognize their accomplishments and
courageous spirit in the face of many
hardships, the Wagon Train is one of the
Signature Events of the Ohio Bicentennial
Commission and the Worthington Bicen-
tennial Commuittee.

Wagon Train Route

he Bicentennial Wagon Train will

travel through 10 counties — Belmont,
Guernsey, Muskingum, Licking, Franklin,
Madison, Clark, Miami, Montgomery and
Preble—primarily along the historic
National Road, today U.S. 40, one of
America’s most scenic byways.

The eastern phase of the train will leave
from Martins Ferry on June 21 and arrive

in Worthington on July 5, a trip of about
150 miles.

The western phase will leave Columbus
on July 6 and travel 125 miles toward the
western border of the state, ending on July
14 in New Paris near the Indiana border in
Preble County.

Along the way, participants will have
opportunities to celebrate significant
people, places and events in Ohio history,
to appreciate the transportation legacy of
Ohio and take part in community celebra-
tions. The train will be an all-encompass-
ing experience for those who participate,
combining education, history and fun as it
captures the pioneering spirit of the early
settlement of Ohio.
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Where Does the

Wagon Train Begin?

T he wagon train starts Saturday, June2l,
at Martins Ferry, on the banks of the

Ohio River where many early settlers and

their wagons crossed into Ohio. A

community festival marking the prepara-

tions and start of the wagon train will be
held June 20.

Who Should Come on the Ride?

Anyone who 1s interested in history and
wants to take part in a once-in-a-
lifetime experience to celebrate Ohio’s
200th birthday should consider participat-
ing. Both families and individuals are
encouraged to take part. The trip would
be a special opportunity for parents to
spend quality time with their children and
for grandparents to share a special bond
with their grandchildren. Teachers may
wish to come as a group for an interesting
summer vacation. Youth groups, such as 4-
H groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, with
parents or other adults may wish to
experience the train together as may
college groups working on class credits.
The train might also be a one-of-a-kind
experience for family wedding groups.

There are no restrictions on age; however,
the sponsors require that those under 18
years of age must be accompanied by a
responsible adult. Furthermore, it is
recommended that parents with infants
and younger children be prepared to cope
without modern conveniences.

About the Wagons

he Ohio Bicentennial Commission

and the Worthington Bicentennial
Committee will provide 13 wagons in the
train, from Martins Ferry in Belmont
County to New Paris in Preble County.
The wagons will accommodate 130
riders along with the drivers.

All of the wagons are wooden with
wooden, steel-rimmed wheels and a
canvas top. The larger wagons have
benches down the side. In the smaller
wagons hay bales will be placed for
seating. Riders may bring a small
cushion on which to sit. The wagons are

. " e
-

not handicapped accessible.

The wagons will be pulled by a pair or
pairs of mules, depending on the size of
the wagon. An experienced “teamster”
will be assigned to drive each wagon.

On the Trail

The daily schedule will begin early.

Breakfast will be eaten, gear packed,
and the wagon train will move out,
generally at about 8:30 a.m. However,
each day’s schedule will depend on the
day’s route and the number of stops along
the route.

The wagons will string out in a line,
bordered by riders and walkers in small
groups. The wagon train will average three
to four miles per hour, depending on the
terrain, weather conditions and stops for
special observances. Lunches will be
provided by wagon train organizers or
hosted by community organizations,

local governments or businesses along

the route.

The wagon train will stop at known
historical sites, marked and unmarked
along the way. Often there will be
celebrations at sites of significance. The
wagon train takes several steps back into
history, and the sponsors encourage all
trail riders to participate enthusiastically in
these recollections and the sharing of
historical knowledge, folk crafts, musical
talents and other skills.

When the destination for the day is
reached, the wagons will encircle the
campsite, and the mules will be cared for.
The train’s organizers will prepare dinner,
or in many cases communities along the
path will host special potluck dinners for
the train’s participants.

Trail riders are encouraged to bring their
musical instruments and craft material to
share during the evening. Singing, skits,
history talks and sharing stories will
signal the end of the day.

Ride or Walk

nce a registrant’s request to ride on a

wagon provided by the Ohio Bicen-
tennial Commission has been accepted,
the registrant’s seat on a wagon is re-
served. The participant may stay on the
covered wagon all of the time, or may ride
and walk. Some participants may choose
to walk all the way. The choice is up to the
participants. On most days the wagon train

will cover about 12 miles per day.

What Will Be Expected of You

ike the pioneers, the wagon train is a
community, and participants are

2

R

dependent upon one another. All trail
riders are assigned to a wagon as their
home base; however, wagon assignments
may change from day to day. Families will
be kept together, depending on space
requirements. All members of the “wagon
family” are expected to participate fully in
the activities of their wagon and take part
in basic chores.

Because the physical routine is probably
more rigorous than one’s normal routine, a
physical checkup may be advisable, and a
tetanus shot should be considered. Any
existing medical condition should be
evaluated by your personal physician prior
to the wagon train. Proper medications and
other health precautions are each rider’s

responsibility during the wagon train.

Wagon Train Staff

ennessee John Stewart of

Muleskinner.com LLC will be the
Trail Boss, responsible for the day-to-day
operation of the train during its 24-day
journey. He and his staff will make the
many necessary preparations for the
wagon train each day to ensure a safe and
meaningful experience for participants.
Ninety percent of the staff have covered
by wagon all of the major trails of the
West — the Mormon, Santa Fe, Oregon,
Applegate and the Cimarron trails.
Included among the staff are a Ph.D.
microbiologist, who will be responsible
for food, and a licensed nurse, who is also
a certified EMT (Emergency Medical
Technician). The staff has a combined
total of more than 200 years of trail
experience and is accident free. See
Tennessee Stewart’s Web site,
www.muleskinner.com, for more
information.

What to Wear
A Il participants are highly encouraged
to attire themselves in proper period
clothing during the wagon train in order to
maintain the essential flavor and atmos-
phere of the period. Women may wear a
blouse with a long skirt with a tie or
elastic waistband. An old brooch, shawl,

:
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or apron may be added to give the outfit a
look of the early 1800s. Bonnets are a

. must for protection from the sun.

Men could wear a work shirt of the period
and breeches fastened at the knee with
socks covering the calves. Vests and
suspenders may also be added. Children
are also asked to wear period clothing.

Hats should have tie strings. Baseball caps
will not be permitted. No T-shirts or
halter-tops will be allowed.

Resource books are listed on the
Worthington Bicentennial Web site,
www.worthington.org. Patterns may be
obtained at fabric stores in clothes pattern
books such as Simplicity and McCalls.
Rental of pioneer clothing is also an
option. The Worthington Web site has a
list of options in the central Ohio area.

The weather is variable so include rain
gear and a jacket. Work gloves are helpful
for some duties and cooler weather. Shoes
and boots should be well broken in to
prevent blisters. Depending on the number
of days participants will take part in the
train, riders may wish to bring a change of
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clothes, some warm and some cooler to
wear, and designed for outdoor living.
Evenings may be cool, and trail riders may
find sleeping in a sweat suit both comfort-
able and practical.

What to Bring

T he wagon train seeks to honor those
who settled Ohio and Worthington
200 years ago, so participants should
choose items accordingly. Keep baggage
light and pack in a sturdy duffel bag or
small suitcase. Participants should make
a checklist, and pack only what they
really need.

The wagon train experience will be like
camping without modern facilities. Toilet
facilities are port-a-johns, which will be
transported by trailer along the route and
are not handicapped accessible. Toilet
paper is provided; however, you will need
your own personal toilet items; a small
wash basin may be helpful. At some
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encampments showers will be available.

Sleeping gear should be adequate for
cooler nights. Participants may sleep in
the wagons, under the wagons or in their
own tents, which will provide protection
against rain and mosquitoes. Tents should
be as small and light as possible. If you
are not bringing a tent, bring a ground
cloth for adequate protection from rain
and dew.

Musical instruments should be packed in
sturdy cases. Canteens are essential.
Flashlights, chapstick, and insect repellent
are helpful. Many people find an empty
plastic ice cream pail with lid and carry
handle to be a handy wash basin. Partici-
pants will be provided a mess kit that
includes a plate and utensils. These will be
washed and reused each day.

No electronic devices, with the exception
of cameras, video cameras and cell
phones, are allowed. The use of cell
phones will be restricted to a short time
period during evenings or for emergen-
cies. Use of other equipment not autho-
rized will result in confiscation until the
end of the ride. No pets are allowed.

Transportation

P

articipants will be
responsible for

providing their own
transportation to the site
where they begin the trip

and from the location

where they end their trip.

For those who are on one-
day excursions, transporta-
tion will be provided to

their vehicles at the end of
the day after the evening
meal. Participants' vehicles
will be parked in one spot
during the ride and watched
as much as possible by local
police. The use of private
vehicles by non-staff members
during the ride is not allowed.

Check In

Rggistered participants have the
ption of arriving the evening
before the day on which they begin the
trip or on the morning on which they
begin their journey. If they choose to
join the train in the evening, they are
to arrive and check in with organizers
between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. If participants
choose to check in in the morning, they
must arrive between 6 a.m and 6:30 a.m.
and will be assigned a wagon and
responsibilities at that time.

Orientation

In order to make the trip more mean-
ingful, participants who are from the
Worthington area will take part in a series
of sessions to acquaint them with the first
phase of the wagon train trip, the history
of the areas covered, and other aspects of
the trip. Participation in these sessions for
those outside the Worthington area 1s
optional. A brief orientation for partici-
pants will be held each morning of the
trip, which includes an introduction to key
personnel, a review of travel guidelines
and safety requirements, the stops and
historical sites along the route.

No-Alcohol Policy

he train is a family affair. Since some

families may not believe in the
consumption of alcoholic beverages, the
storage and consumption of alcoholic
beverages will not be tolerated in or near
the wagons, within the wagon circle, or on
the day-time trail.

Those who do not wish to abide by the no-
alcohol policy are in violation of the spirit
of the ride and will be asked to leave the
wagon train.
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-0 Small wash basin

O Ground cloth |
U Musical instrument
0 Canteen

'O Flashlights Bl
. | Chapstlck B e

- O Sunscreen
- Medications

GENERAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION ABOUT THE WAGON TRAIN

1 Reglstratmn will be hmxted to 130
riders per day on wagons provided
by the Ohio Bicentennial Comn:us- _
| _smn ' -

Participants may register for any >
number of days, from one day to
the 24 days it will take the train to
cover the entire route. Note: Two
days are set aside for rest days for
the animals and staff and will not
be travel days.

The fee to ride on a wagon pro-
vided by the Ohio Bicentennial
‘Commission is $25 per day per
rider, including adults and chlldren
This fee covers travel on the wagon
train and three meals per day. See
| Reglstratmn Form A on page 7.

There are separate registration fees

‘and forms/releases for persons who

plan to participate with theirown 7.

wagons (See Form B on page 9)or
~ with their own horses or who plan

to walk with the wagon train (see

Form C on page 11). Because of

What to Brmg
Checklist What Not to Bring
Q Period clothing Checklist
0 glag_gested - 3 Alcohol
(3 1 clllse%e O Electronic devices, with
0 Work gloves the exception of cameras
O Sturdy shoes and g ?’I:tis cell phones _

boots | s
d Change of clothes eﬁw%mwmﬁ g$a3hs§l;tasll il
J Sturdy duffel bag or o e 0 H- alter-t e

small suitcase ' g e

U Personal toiletries

a Sleepmg gear

.1_,.':. Pt Wl W

tent

3 Insect repellent

nnnnnnnn
 Ha e T

U Craft materials

O Camera

< An adventurous,
pionerring spirit
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llablhty issues, all persons, regardless
of how they plan to participate, must

be registered in advance of the first

day of departure.

‘Registration will be conducted by mail

only. You will not be registered until a
check and all registration forms/
releases are signed and received.
Please include an e-mail address to be

used to send confirmation and updates

to registrants. Those without e-mail

_ addresses will be mailed information.

To register for the wagon train by

- mail, send completed registration form
- with full payment of fees to Ohio/

Worthington Bicentennial Wagon

- Train, Worthington Municipal Build-
~1ng, 6550 N. High St., Worthington,

OH 43085. Make checks payable to
the City of Worthington.

Deadline to register is Friday, June 6.
Registrations will be processed on a
first-come, first-served basis. There
will be no on-site registration. All

quququ
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‘sponsors and will sse

registrations must be completed
by June 6.

Any registration requests that are
received after the daily registration
limit has been reached will be placed
on a waiting list in the order they are
received. Registrants will be notified
they are on a waiting list.

For individu'ale who wish to be

included in the same wagon,
registrations should be sent in the
same envelepe .

Refund requests must be recelved in
writing prior to June 6. After June 6
each refund is at the discretion of the
e 'd on the
demand for : space. ol

Questions about re glstratlen or other
details about the ° wagon train may be
sent by e-mail to wagonu'am@

ci. worthmgton eh us. _or call 6 14-
543-0299
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l “ 2003 U

“Building the Future with Pioneering Spirit”

To learn more about the Ohio Bicentennial celebration and other
Signature Events, contact www.ohio200.com.

Visit www.worthington.org for more information about Worthington’s
year-long Bicentennial celebration, including the Wagon Train.

For more information about the WagonTrain staff visit
www.muleskinner.com.
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